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1. First Nations Acknowledgement 
 

We will begin by acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of 

First Nations people who have longstanding relationships to the land, water and region of 

southwestern Ontario.  We also acknowledge the local lower Thames River watershed 

communities of this area which include Chippewas of the Thames First Nation, Oneida Nation 

of the Thames, Munsee Delaware Nation, Delaware Nation, Caldwell Nation and Walpole 

Island First Nation.  We acknowledge the first nations people within the villages, towns and 

cities of our communities.  We value the significant historical and contemporary contributions 

of local and regional First Nations and all of the Original peoples of Turtle Island (North 

America).  We are thankful for the opportunity to live, learn and share with mutual respect and 

appreciation. 

 

2. Call to Order 
 

 

3. Adoption of the Agenda 
 

 

4. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest 
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5. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

5.1 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes – October 16, 2025 
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6. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

 

 

7. Presentation 
 
Mark Peacock, CAO/Secretary-Treasurer will provide a power point presentation to the Board of Directors 
outlining the CA consolidations and amalgamations proposed through Bill 68. 

  



9 
 

7.1 Bill 68: Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2025 (No.2) & 

Proposed Boundaries for the Regional Consolidation of Ontario’s 

Conservation Authorities ERO posting #025-1257 

 
Date: November 20, 2025 

Memo to:  LTVCA Board of Directors 

From:      Mark Peacock, P. Eng., C.A.O. / Secretary Treasurer 

Subject: Bill 68: Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2025 (No.2) & Proposed Boundaries 

for the Regional Consolidation of Ontario’s Conservation Authorities ERO posting #025-1257 

 
Background 
 
Environment Minister Todd McCarthy announced on October 31, 2025 through a media announcement 
(Https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ox-XCZGVMag) that the provincial government will introduce new 
legislation to consolidate the 36 Conservation Authority agencies into seven.  McCarthy noted that the 
proposed legislation would facilitate the establishment of a new provincial agency to oversee the 
amalgamated conservation authorities and consult on the proposed boundaries of the seven new regional 
authorities.  The LTVCA put out a media release around this announcement on October 31, 2025 after the 
provincial announcement that morning (refer to attached correspondence). 
 
Since then, the Government has had first reading of Bill 68 that will make changes to the Conservation 
Authorities Act (CAA). Attached as appendix A is the new CAA with changes in red. 
 
Conservation Authorities deliver a range of services including natural hazard permitting and reviews, 
drinking water source protection, flood forecasting and warning, management of flood and erosion control 
infrastructure, low water response coordination, public access to conservation areas and trails, education, 
and implementation of restoration and resilience projects.  Conservation Ontario is the association of 
Ontario’s Conservation Authorities. 
 
Summary 
 
Summary of Government Proposals: 
 
1. Bill 68, Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2025 (No.2)  

• On November 6, 2025, the Ontario government released the 2025 Ontario Economic  

Outlook and Fiscal Review: A Plan to Protect Ontario, known as the Fall Economic  

Statement (FES).  

• The government also introduced Bill 68, Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget  

Measures), 2025 (No.2) that makes the corresponding legislative changes.  

• Through the Bill, the Province proposes amendments to the Conservation  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ox-XCZGVMag
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Authorities Act (CAA) to establish the Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency. 

• It is expected this Bill will pass 3rd reading later this month (November 2025). 

 
2. Proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities, 
 
Environmental Registry of Ontario posting #025-1257 

• On November 7, 2025, the Ontario government posted ERO Posting #025-1257 on  

the ERO seeking feedback on proposed boundaries for consolidation of Ontario’s 36  

conservation authorities into regional conservation authorities, and the criteria  

applied to inform proposed boundaries. 

• The consultation period is currently open and closes on December 22, 2025. 

• The province’s decision on the number and configuration of regional conservation  

authorities will be finalized following technical analysis and consideration of the  

feedback received during this consultation phase.  

• Consultation topics include the delineation of regional boundaries, the governance  

model for the regional CA board, and strategies to ensure continuity of programs  

and services during the transition to governance under the Regional CA and OPCA.  

• Implementation of the new framework is proposed to occur post the October 26,  

2026 municipal elections. 

• As proposed, current boards will continue serving until regional authorities are  

 

As announcements have been made, LTVCA staff have provided update to Board Members. 

 

LTVCA staff will provide a presentation summarizing developments to date and provide background for the 

Board to discuss moving forward with comments and recommendations to the Provincial government. 

 

Recommended Resolution:  to be determined following Board discussion. 
 
 
 

This report aligns with these Strategic Objectives in the LTVCA’s Watershed Based Resource Management 
Strategy:  
 
1. Improving Watershed Health 
2. Monitoring the Health of the Watershed 
3. Supporting Sustainable Growth 
4. Improving Transparency and Customer Service in Planning and Regulations 
5. Protecting the Community from Natural Hazards 
6. Educating the Community about Natural Hazards 
7. Supporting Community Understanding of the Watershed 
8. Providing Educational and outreach opportunities 
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9. Providing Opportunities for Outdoor Experiences 
10. Improving Management and Operations of Conservation Areas 
11. Strengthening and Increasing Collaboration with Community Stakeholders 
12. Increase Awareness of the Value of Good Watershed Stewardship 
13. Improve Training Opportunities for Staff 
14. Improving Transparency and Understanding of LTVCA Operations 
15. Improving Capital Asset Management 
16. Strengthening Staff Stability (financial stability, attraction & retention) 
17. Improving Staff Communications and Team Building 
 
Respectfully Submitted  
Mark Peacock, P. Eng. 
C.A.O. / Secretary Treasurer 
 
 

 



12 
 

formally constituted.
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8. Business for Approval 
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9. Correspondence 
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10. Other Business 
 

 

 

11. Adjournment 
 

 

 

 

 


